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~ PLOWBOY TO SENATOR

HON. SHELBY M. CULLOM TALKS OF
HIS PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIFE.

—————————————
Plmall Beginnings of a Career That

Has Proved Useful and Honorable
—Stories of Abraham Lincoin.

(Copyrighted, 1886, Ly Frank G. Carpenter.)

WASHINGTON, Nov. L-I had a long
chat the other night with Shelby M. Cul-
lom, the famous United States Senator
from Ililnois. He is one of the most in-
teresting talkers among our public men.
Plain and simple in his ways, there are
no frilis nor furbelows about either him-
self or his conversation. He calls a spade
& spade, and as a story teller has many
of the attributes which were so noted in
Abraham Lincoln. He grew up under the
shadow of Jdncoln, and his likeness to the

martyred President has %been oflen re-
marked. No one would call Cullom hand-
some. His frame is big, bony and angular.
His figure is straight, with shouldera so
pquare that the arms seem to fall from
them at right angles, the whole acting as

a clothes frime for his Prince Albert coat
His gestures are not graceful, and his face
in reposs When he talks, how-
ever, & smile creeps out of the cormers of
his eyes, the lines of his features soften,
and vou forzet everything else in the im-
pression of honest strength and good fel-
lowship which shows out of them., You
goon discover that Cullom has lots of per-
sonal magnetism, and that, with it all, he
is full of brains, and at the same time pos-
sessed of a remarkable degree of plain,
practical common Ssense, There are few
men in the United States who stand so
¢lose to the people and who appreciate
their wants so well. There are few who

s severe

have had as remarkable a career and have
not been spoiled by it; and few Senators
whose lives would be more inspiring ex-
amples to the boys of the United States.
During my visit with Senator Cullom 1
drew him on to talk about his boyhood. He
told me that his family was Scotch-Irish,
and that his ancestors came from MAary-
land to Kentucky. It was there that Cul-
lom was born, and when he was a baby of
nine months, chewing his little fists, which
were not 8o angular then, with his tooth-

less gums=, and squalling at times, I ven-

ture, in more piercing tones than those he
pnow uses in the United States Senate, the
family removed to Illineis. They rode out
and in through the stumps In canvas-cov-

ered wagons, and baby Cullom, wrapped in
a feather bed, was rocked by the jolting
of the wheels, Father Cullom settled with-
in about fifteen miles of Peoria, taking up

five hundred acres, and chopping a farm
out of the forests., Baby Cullom crept over
the log floor and toddled about the clear-
ings » by year, until he became old
enough go to school. His first lessons
were studled in a log schoolhouse, and
working on the farm and studying at
gchool made up his boyhood life.

After he had finished his schooling at the
country echools young Cullom coencluded
that he wanted a .better education. His

father was hardly able to send him to col-

lega. and Shelby had to look out for him-
self. How he succeeded 1 will tell In his

own words. Said he:

“I was about seventeen years old at this
time. I thought I ofight to be better edu-
cated. and I looked about to see how I could
make some money to pay my way through
the academics., I =aw an opening in a coun-
try school near where I lived. I applied for
it and got it. My wages at the start were
$1X & month, and I must have done pretty
well, for at the end of the second month
they mised me to $20, and I received this
for the remainder of the year. I boarded
with the scholars, and saved nearly every
cent of my munificent salary."”

A PLOWBOY SENATOR.

“A whole year's salary wouldn't amount
to much, Senator, at 0 a month,” said L
“Was this the only way you had to make
money 7"’

“No; I made something after school was
over by plowing. I got $1.55 an acre for it. 1
borrowed five yokes of oxen of my father,
and went to breaking up land for the neigh-
bors. We plowed a furrow about eighteen
inches wide and hitched from four to flve
yokes of oxen to the plaw. We fastened the
plow to wheels and set it for the proper
depth. 1 walked outside and yelled at the
team. It i® no easy matter to drive oxen, 1
can tell you, and a great deal of the lung
power which 1 have to-day was, 1 venture,
developed then.”

“By the way,” the Senator continued, with
& twinkle in his eye, “a rather gqueer thing
happened In connection with that plowing.

o know they talked a Jittle of me for

ldent four years ago, and some of my
old It’mq-!a in [Hinols thought 1 had a chance
for the White House. One of these was a
farmer for whom 1 had broken land in my
boyhood. He wrote to jue, recalung the cir-
cumstance. He sald he had a print of my
bare foot, which 1 had made at that time,
in a clayey strip on his land, He said he
had cut it out and kept {1, and that he was
going to frame it as the foot of a Presi-
gaent.”

“He must have been one of the grand-
fathers of Du Maurticer's Blllie, and history
is only repeating it=elf in the craze over the
foot of “Irilby,” " sall I, as I looked at the
good, comiortable understanding of Mr. Cul-
Jlom. “And did you plows In your bare feet,
Senator?”

“Yes: 1 suppose =0." replied Mr. Cullom.
“We did a great deal of farm work in our
bare feet in early dars. It was more com-
fortable than working with shoes, though
now and then on. w.« {lable to ralse a stone
brulse or snag oI 4 toe nall against a
root."”

“Where did you go 10 school, Senator,” 1
asked

“It was at a seminary at Mount Morris,
in northern Illineis,” replied Senator Cul-
Jom. “There was 2 big Methodist institu-
tion there at that time, and it was consid-
ered a very good school. I studied Latin
and Greek and other things, but before I
got through I fell sick. This was within
three months of the close of my term. 1
thought I was going to dle, and I wanted
to go home, They persuaded me to stay,
bhowever, and give the valedictory.”

“Then 1 suppose, you were at the head
of your ciass, Senator?™

“Yea " replied Mr. Cullom. “I managed to
Reep pretty close to the top.™

“What @4id you do next?”

“l eame home,”” was the reply. *"‘No one
thought I would jlive. I was as lean as a
rall and pale as a sheet of white paper. 1
had an ambition to be a lawyer when 1
started to tha seminary, but my sickness
jed me to give this up and go back to the
farm. Ten days after I got home I was
in the harvest field. 1 soon grew better,
and by fell I had rented a guarter section
of Jand from my father, and was putting
it in crops. As winter came on, I grew
restiess. 1 told my father he could have

“luked!tmm“mmhutu.!
*“and 1 would not object to practicing now.
I 4id not get to be a lawyer without consid-
erable trouble. A few months after 1 took
up the stody I began to get sick again. 1
had an attack of typhoid fever, and hung
for some time between life and death. The
doctors %0ld me that the only thing that
could save me was to buy a pony and ride
in the open alr. I then went back home
and tried the pony cure. But it was no
good. I had no object in my rides, and 1
could not gain strength.

*“This was the situation when I went to
Peoria one day. It was then, as it is now,
quite a hog market. I met one of the cap-
italists, and he asked me if I would like t0
buy hogs for them, He offered to pay me
ten cents a hog, the farmers to keep the
hogs until they were wanted, and to be
paid the market price prevaililng at the
time of delivery. I accepted the proposition
and started out to buy. During the next
few months I bought thousands of hogs. I
galloped from one farm to another, buying
all the swine within sight, and I contracted
for all the hogs in two or three counties,
At the close of my season I found that I
had cleared $00, and also that I had entire-
ly regained my health. I took the money
and went back to Springfield. I resumed
my studles and was soon admitted to the
bar.”

“How did you get into politics, Senator?’

“Every lawyer in those days was, to a
certain extent, a politiclan,” replied Senator
Cullom. **The law is, as a rule, one of the
stepping stones to politics. 1 got into poli-
because I tried to use politics as a
stepping stone to the law. 1 was practicing
in Springflield, vou know, and T thought if 1
became a member of the Legislature that
this would give me acquaintances all over
the State, and would help my law business,
The result was that I hecame a candidate
and was elected. I was re-elected, then
made Epeaker of the House, and after that
sent to Congress, Later on I was elected

* i~
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| Governor for six years, and then rent to

the T'nited States Senate. There you have
it all in a nutshell.”
LINCOLN AS A STORY TELLER.

“How about Lincoln, Senator? Was he

really such a great story teller as is
riaimed ™

“Yes,” was the reply. “But he did not
tell stories for the sake of telling stories.

His stories came out in the shape of fllus-
trations of his thought, or to enforce his
arguments. He liked to talk, and during
his life at Springfield there was a drug
store, which still stands there, to which
Lincoln used to come nearly every night to
talk. There was a crowd who came there
to listen to him, and many an argument
was sprung merely for the sake of getting
Lincoln to talking. He would brighten up
as he began to talk, and I used to sometimes
think that he told stories to get away from
his thowghts and himself. When he was
alone he would often drop into habits of
deep meditation, would seem to be gloomy,
and it was almost impossible at such times
to arouse him.”

“I have heard that he was moody and
blue, and that he hovered at times on the
verge of insanity. Is that so?"

“He may have been moody at times.,” re-
plied Senator Cullom. “but his head was
extraordinarily clear. I used to think, when
I saw him sitting and apparently brooding
over something that he was possibly turn-
ing over the great questions concerning the
matters which he ‘had to settic in after life,
and that the responsibilities which he was
to have were already before him. He Was,
you know, a phliosopher, and his great mind
and soul were different from those of com-
mon men.”

“Was Abraham Lincoln a religlous man?"
I asked.

“In one sense he was, and in another,
not,” replied Senator Cullom. “As to a be-
lief in a future state and a God, 1 think
he was. He had a religious side to his
nature, and I have seen evidences that
he had made a deep study of the Bible.
As to being a doctrinal Christlan—a be-
liever in certain creeds and churches—he
was not. As to his study of such matters,
[ remember an incident. The Universalist
and Campbellite preachers of Springfield
were holding a joint debate upon certain
doctrines. Well, one night, when they were
discussing whether there was a hell, Abra-
ham Lincoln attended. He and I sat to-
gether, and when the two preachers had
finished their discussion, we walked out.
I remember Lincoln was disgusted with the
discussion, He Swung himself out 'ot’ his
seat as they stated the debate was closed,
and sald to me: ‘“They have sear‘cely touch-
ed the question.” He had evidently been
thinking upon the subject and had 1t al
figured out in his mind.”

“1 have a book, Senator, entit’'d. ‘Was
Abraham Lincoln a Spiritualist, ..nd try-
ing to prove that he was so.”

“I do not think that he was”™ replied
Senator Cullom.

“What were
strength 7

“Abraham Lincoln,"” replied Senator Cul-
lom, “had a great sympathy with the peo-
ple. He was & man of the people,. He
could feel for them and with them. He
had great common sense and great execu-
tive ability.”

LINCOLN AS A POLITICIAN.

“Was he a shrewd politician ™

“Yes: he was a good judge of men and
knew how to move them."

“Was he ambitious?

“Yes; very much so,"” was the reply.
“But he was so wrapped up in the great
questions with which he had to deal that
it Is hard to tell where his ambitions
ended and his convictions began. He was
far-seeing. I remember the campalgn with
Douglas. I was in it with Lincoln. and
when the returns came in, though Lincoln
had the popular vote, a Legislature had
been chosen which would elect Douglas, 1
met Lincoin coming home just after the
news had been received. I said, ‘Well, Mr.
Lincoin, we are beaten.’

“*Yes,"” he replied, ‘'we are beaten.’

“ ‘I am very sorry,” sald I, and at this old
Abe put his hand on my shoulder, and,
looking down at me with a smile, replied:
“*Oh, my boy, don't worry; it will all
come right in the end.’

“I remembered his confident tone after-
ward, and I believe he saw even then that
his defeat would make him President of the
United States.

“I got my first desire to go to Washing-
ton to Congress through Lincoln,” Mr. Cul-
lomm went on. “It was the night before I
left Springfield to go to his inauguration.
I was at this time Speaker of the Illinois
House, and as I entered his parior 1 said:

“ ‘Mr. President, I want to come to Wash-
ington, I{f possible, before you leave."

“Lincoln's eyes laughed as I used the
words ‘Mr. President,” and he replied, em-
phasizing his form of address: ‘Mr.
Speaker, I hope you will.'

“I then began to scheme to get to Wash-
ington and was soon elected a member of
Congress."”

At this point the conversation turned to
politics, and during it 1 asked Senator
Cullom to give me a short statement as

the elements of his

-
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lieve it would be a very hard office to fill.
Tha President should choose good men to
help him. If he selects his Cabinet and
subordinates properly these will bring the
authorities, the situation and the informa-
tion that he needs properly before him,
and good common sense is enough to deter-
mine the rest.”

“What qualities
have?"

“He should be a man of the people. He
should be a patriotic American, should be
possessed of common sense, and be a man
who knows how to select men and handle
men."

“I hear your name mentioned in many
quarters for the position,” said I, “as a
candidate for the Republican party.”

“Yes,” replied Senator Cullom, *“I have
been talked of in times past, and I belleve
there is some talk about me now, To tell
the truth, I am tired of the talk, and I
have illustrated my situation by comparing
it with that of a boy who went to school
with me gt Mount Morris. This boy I will
call Sam. He is a prominent man now, and
I dare not mention hig name. Well, S8am
could not for the life of him learn Latin,
and he was kept in the same Latin book
from one term to another, At last his
teacher, in despair, said to him:

“*‘Sammy, why don't you study and get
out of this? Aren't you ashamed to re-
main right here in the same place week
after week?

“Sam talked through his nose. His con-
versation was a continuous whine, and in
reply he whined out: ‘Yes, I am, and I
would study if I had a new book, but I
am tired of this. It's the same old
thing over and over again, and if it's not
to go any further, I wani to stop it.’

“And that,” continued the Senator, with a
laugh, “is my position as to the talk about
me for the presidency.” '

FRANK G. CARPENTER.
HUMOR OF THE DAY,
In Londen.

should a President

Puck.

“And what ever became of Lord Alfred?”
“He went to New York and married into
the—a—Stock Exchange.

Pretty Near It.

New York Weekly.
Insurance Examiner—Has there been any
h'.i.ssmtyn'inlL

Mrs.
a man who hadn't a cent.
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You are about the fortieth bill collector she
has sent in to-day. If she doesn’t marry
pretty saon, I'll be bankrupt.

The Esserinl Polnt.
Puck.

Uncle Backwoods--I don't see but what

vou have one chance in three of guessin’

the card in that three-card monte game,
Nephew—That's right; but you haven't

any chance at all of getting the money.

Regardless of Expense,

Spare Moments.

Painting Instructor—Ze young lady puts
ze paints on too thick.

Mrs. Newrich—Oh, never mind that, Pro-
fessor. Her father's got money enough to
buy barrels of it if she wants it

Astonished at Igunorance.
Puck.

American Maiden—Wh
llshmen say *“‘don't you
their conversation?

Visiting Englishman—It must be because
E:ley wonder why you don't, don't you

oW,

is it that Enf-
now' so much in

Setting Him Right.
Boston Transeript.

Carrie—Oh, yes, you can flatter me to
my face; but I heard that you s=aid that
1 couldn’t hold a candle to Mamie Styles,

Harry—I think I must have said you
wouldn't, for you know she never did lignt
up well.

One for Each.
Puck.
Mrs. Hoolihan—Wan divorce wud be nho
good; T want two av thim.
a;!srks. the Lawyer—What are you driving

at?
Mrs. Hoolihan—Thot sly divil do be lead-

in’ a dooble life.
Fin de Siecle.

Rockland Tribune,

The outraged parent clapped his hand
upon his sword,

“Draw and defend yourself!” he hisseqd.

But the profligated gon preferred to wait
until the old man had got back to the eity.
Then he made it a nl‘g‘ht draft, with the
expense of collection added.

Dramatie XNote.

Mrs. A.—So your daughter is studying
for the stage? _

Mrs. B.—Yes, and she is progressing very
rapidly.

Mrs. A.—How far has she got?

Mrs. B.—She has already had her photo-
graph taken as Lady Macheth.

There Were Others,

Washington Star.
“Look,” she almost shrieked in her
as she shook the paper under his
"Ol.lh vl.lulnhv.ﬂ.laln. { have found
in your wﬂdr.".

“J—1 beg your pardon,” said the
mn,.“but!munldldon't quite
,w' "

“This is your letter to me.

rage
face,

you out

foiow
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Washh n. a0 am 1:25 pm P30 pm 546 pm
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skastern time (ome hour faster than Indianapoils

tir
o5 has first-class coaches and Pullman vestibule

gleeping and dining car service,

:\'cl:. -_N? has parlor smoking car, first-class coaches and
Puulm;m \eu:ﬁ m«e sleeping le.:.r, from Indian-
apolis; also, £ Car service.

'Is'n. % has first-class coaches for Pittsburg; parlor car

‘om Pittsburg.
ng;:- 2 has luglor gmoking car, first-class coaches and
Puliman vestibule sleeplnrgm:n to Pidsvurg and New
York; aso, dining car se !

For tickets and sleeping-car space, call on agent, 3
West Washingtou street, 46 Jackson place, U Sl
tion, or address :
GEO. E. ROCEWELL., D. P, A.

VANDALIA LINE
— FOR —

EVANSVILLE, INDIANA.

THE ONLY LINE RUNNING THROUGH
CARS=NO TRANSFER.
Leave Indianapelis 7:30 a. m,, 12:4 noon,

11:20 p. m.

Arrll)ve Evansville 2:30 p. m.,, 7:06 p. m.,
925 a. m,

Local sleeping car starting from Indian-
apolis on 11:20 p. n;! 'wtraln dail ih:pcn to
receive passengers 8:30 every n .

GEORGE E. ROCKWELL, D. P. A.

EDUCATIONAL.

P St A S
A National Reputation. 43 Years' Standing.

BRYANT & STRATTON'S

B Iindianapolis
IISE'ESS UNIVERSIT

When Bull . remodeled, wﬂm
Large, permanent Faculty. F Penmen in Cen-

tral Sta 500 students annually., New students en-
te daily, Visitors invited. for Day anfl
N School E. J. HEEB,
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Your Credit Is Good with Us -.
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CUBANOLA

Is sold by more
first-class dealers in

CUBANOLA

Is not an experi-
ment. After six
years’ sale in In-
diana the demand
continues to con-
stantly increase.

Indiana than any

other brand. °

CUBANOLA

Perfect and peerless.
Only &S Cents.

-~ AKieferDrugCo,

Indianapolis.
Sole Distributors.

CUBANOLA

Has a delightful
aroma, the flavor of

true tobaceo, and is
free from “manipu-
lation.”

CUBANOLA

Is the only 5-cent
cigar sold in In-
diana that is said
by everybody to be
“as as a ten-
m .”
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better study law with him, but he ad-
me 1o go Into the office of a lawyer
puid be stationary. He gave mne lots
£ good points, however, and I was closely
ymociated with him from that time on.” i
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“Sepator Cullom,” said I, “how would

" you like to be President of the United
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